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The new Gorebridge Y outh Facility at No 58 Main
Street was opened at the AGM of Gorebridge
Community Development Trust on Monday 8th
October. The facility has been created using grants
from the Housing Estates Regeneration Fund
(HERF) and Y outh Link Scotland. Thanks aso go
to Lothian and Borders Electrical who provided
safety lighting for free. A girls group has been
using the back room at No 58 since the spring and
the girls helped to choose the new furniture.

Simeon Ripley, GCDT’ s devel opment worker said
“In every public consultation carried out by the
Trust people have requested more facilities for
Gorebridge teenagers. We are looking to increase
the use of the youth facility to 4 nights aweek over
the coming months.” The facility will be run in
conjunction with Gorebridge Opportunities and the
youth workers from Midlothian Council.”

The new yoth facility now open at No 58

Gorebridge Community
m Calendar

Gorebridge Community Development Trust have published a
community calendar for 2008 with funds obtained from Awards
for All. The calendar features pictures of life in our village,
drawn by children from our 3 primary schools and the
Gorebridge Brownies. At least 80% of the price of £5 will bere-
invested directly into GCDT’ s current projects.

Buy your copy today for only £5 from No 58 Main Street
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Gorebridge Community Development Trust held its second Annual General Meeting in No 58 at 7pm on Monday 8
October 2007 in the presence of alarge attendance of members and friends. A sizeable presence of young folk swelled
the numbers. In hisannual report Chairman Archie Pacey mentioned progress on many fronts during the year.

The Trust®web site, www.gorebridge.org.uk , was launched
some months ago. The £40,000 funding package for the
Newbyres Castle Community Garden is virtually complete and
the target for formal reopening of the garden in the Spring of
2008 still 1ooks redlistic. Premises have been identified for a
possible community café and heritage centre and a feasibility
study into this project has been commissioned. Gorebridge and
Digtrict Environmental Group, with Trust support, have taken
great strides towards completion of Gorebridge Circular Walk.
Working with youngsters of local primary schools and youth
groups the Trust will shortly put on sale Gorebridge Community
Calendar 2008, illustrated by the children. The Trust has
succeeded in gaining for Gorebridge £60,000 through HERF
(Housing Estate Regeneration Fund) for 11 environmental projects that will be completed by March 2008. Already in
place are new planters and CCTV cameras in Newbyres car park. Thisis one of the marvellous achievements of
Development Worker Simeon Ripley, who has driven the Trust business forward with great skill and energy since his
appointment in December 2006.

Taken by surprise in February by Midlothian Council®announced intention to demolish the Brown Building, the Trust
responded quickly, offering to consider taking over the building and manage it as a valuable community asset. On 18
September the Council, for the second time, deferred a final decision to allow the Trust to prepare a detailed feasibility
study. On 10" October the Trust held exploratory talks in No 58 with officers of Midlothian Council. Gorebridge
Echo will keep readers informed of developments as this business progresses.

The Chairman said that this year has seen substantial achievements and promise of much more to come. The record
shows that the Trust has the drive and the abilities to manage a comprehensive agenda of community regeneration.
The Trust is proud of the progress achieved, but greatly humbled by the awareness that it could have done nothing
without immense support from members, community, Midlothian Council, funders and friends. “We shall do our best
to continue to earn such backing in future years.” concluded Chairman Archie Pacey.

The meeting concluded on a high note with two
contrasting yet complementary views on the past and
potential future of the Waverley Railway Line. John
Ballantyne, Chair of Gorebridge Local History Society
charmed, entertained and informed the company with
his reminiscences and anecdotes about the line which
opened in the mid 1800s and closed in the mid 1960s
under the Beeching axe. The Trust is now trying to
prevail on John to have his paper printed and made
available to the wider public that it richly deserves.
This “Peep into the Past” was followed by a most
informative account of the current state of play with
regard to the reinstatement of the rail link from
Edinburgh to Tweedbank, given by Douglas Muir, Following the AGM the board of GCDT are (from left to
Specialist Services Manager of Midlothian Council. right) Joan Simpson, Laura Adamson, William Irvine,
Douglas underlined the overwhelming strength of the Simeon Ripley (development worker), Archie Pacey,
case for reopening the railway, but he dso derted folk | Jimmy Innes, Mairi Murison, Stephanie Walker, Gail
to the need to keep up the pressure on those who will Halvorsen and Andrew Bathgate (not pictured)

make the final decisions, for there are those, believe it

or not, who would sacrifice the Waverley Line in favour of their own pet projects. Questions to Douglas and
comments on histalk clearly demonstrated keen local interest in this transport project that is so crucial to the future
well being of Gorebridge. If we want it to happen, we will have to make our demands heard.

Unlike scholars rushing from class at the end of the school day, the company in No 58 on 8" October was slow to
disperse, thereby testifying to the fact that they had received much food for thought through their attendance at the
2007 Annua Genera Meeting of Gorebridge Community Development Trust.



On Saturday 6th October GO hosted their first music festival at the
Greenhall Centre. With 7 acts over 6 hours, there was only one place
to bel

Ram Bam Thank Y ou Mam, Yvonne Lyon, the Peter Semple Band,

Neil Alton, Bottom of the Night, JU2 & Crash My Model Car all
thrilled the audience with their diverse styles and awesome talent. Two of the acts contained Gorebridge
residents who were both recognised and appreciated by the enthusiastic audience. The acts were ably
backed by a stunning light & sound rig provided by Glasgow based IC Sounds. A number of young people
were so inspired by the music festival that GO are planning some music lessons & a DJ workshop in the
near future. Contact the GO office for more info! Thanks to all who attended, performed and hel ped make
the day such a great success.

GO have many events lined up over coming months including:

Circus skills class - 10th November Open evening at No 58 Y outh Facility - 30th October
Friday night football at Arniston astroturf Girlsgroup for S1 & S2 ages on Wednesdays
Bonfire & firework display on 4th November at Arniston House

Contact Steven Munro on 01875 822901 for full details, or visit www.goyouth.ik.com.

Those who are acquainted with lan Landles of Hawick are making sure that
their diaries are clear on Tuesday 30t October, for they just could not bear
to miss his talk on “Bits and Pieces’ at the next meeting of Gorebridge
Local History Society - 7pm in Greenhall Centre. A native of Hawick,
otherwise styled a Terie, lan isawell known local historian who always
produces an evening to remember. For those who have not yet come across
lan, thisis a chance to spend an enjoyable evening in good company, being
informed, educated and entertained, in the best Reithian tradition. If you
would like to hear lan®Borders voice beforehand, go into the Internet, type
“lan Landles’ in the Google toolbar, click on “BBC - Voices — The Voices
Recordings’, select “Find out more about the group” and you can hear him
sing a song that he composed himself.

Gorebridge Community Development Trust completed their initial feasibility
study into running the Brown Building in September. This report demonstrated
that it may be possible to generate sufficient income to cover the running costs of
the building, but that it may cost over £1 million to refurbish the building to
modern standards. A detailed study is now required to to, among other things,
carry out a detailed survey of the building and identify if capital funding will be
available. Thisreport will take 8 to 9 months to prepare.

On 18 September Midlothian Council cabinet decided to stay demolition of the building to allow further
discussions about the future of the building, widening the talks to include the broader provision of
community facilitiesin Gorebridge. GCDT have since met with lan L Young, Director of Strategic Services
and Gordon Clayton, Education Officer from Midlothian Council. The Trust were offered the full support
of the Council in obtaining any information required to complete their next report on the BB.

GCDT is now preparing applications for funding to cover the cost of the next feasibility study. On Thursday
2 November, a deputation from Gorebridge Community Development Trust will visit the Big Lottery in
Glasgow to discuss a number of projects including redevelopment of the Brown Building, a Gorebridge
Community Café and heritage centre.. The Trust hopes that the information gleaned at this meeting will
enable it to focus effectively on those factors that are likely to persuade the Lottery to open its coffersto
Gorebridge.



More than 50 Gorebridge folk took part in a
sponsored walk in aid of funds for Gorebridge
Community Development Trust on Saturday 1st
October. Thewalk covered the 7.5 milesthat are the
Gorebridge Circular Walk, with a shorter route
available. Walkers enjoyed glorious sunshine and
stopped for lunch (thanks to Kate' s Bakery) at the
Greenhall Centre. The walk emphasised the beautiful
countryside around Gorebridge as walkers enjoyed
the luscious green of Gore Glen and the stunning
views across Midlothian, Edinburgh and Fife from
the top of the hill. More than
£2,000 was raised for community
Walkers gather outside No 58 before the projects and GCDT would like to

start of the walk extend a big thank everyone who

took part.

| work for your local Volunteer Centre — Volunteer Centre Midlothian. We cover the
whole of Midlothian and provide information, advice and support about all aspects of
volunteering. We are part of anetwork of Volunteer Centres working across Scotland
—thereis at least one Volunteer Centre in each local authority area. We work to sup-
port groups who involve volunteers and to provide information and support to those
who are thinking about volunteering.
People volunteer for many reasons, but what ever the reason, any time given will make a
real difference to the life of acommunity and bring many personal benefits. Y ou will be
surprised at the range of organisations who involve volunteers and the variety of volunteering opportunities
available. Volunteering is an activity which can involve all sections of the community.

Perhaps, you need volunteers to help out in your community? Or you want to find out more about becoming
avolunteer - we are the place to start.

We have aVolunteering Information Point at Dalkeith Library which is open:

Monday 10am — 1pm

Tuesday 1pm —4pm

Wednesday 10am — 1pm

Thursday 10am — 1pm

Friday 10am — 1pm

We can make appointments at other locations or come to Gorebridge to meet you. We are also willing to
speak to groups if required.

Advice from a volunteer — Just do it! You will never regret the immeasurable rewards you will receive and
the positive impact that your efforts can have on others.

To find out more contact: Cheryl Prior, Promotions Worker, Volunteer Centre Midlothian, telephone 0131
663 6165 or email cheryl @volunteermidlothian.org.uk

Gorebridge Echo is published by Gorebridge Echo Voluntary Group (Chairman Jim Michael;
Secretary/Editor Archie Pacey), a not-for-profit voluntary organisation funded by donation, which
consdersitself accountable to the wider Gorebridge Community. Articles for publication and suggestions
should be addressed to the editor at 160 Barleyknowe Road, Gorebridge, telephone 01875 820235.



